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Hudebni divadlo Karlin

Karh’nské divadlo dal postavit prazsky podnikatel Eduard Tichy,
keery se na svych cestich po zdpadni Evropé inspiroval oblibenym
typem varietniho divadla. Budovu navrhl architekt Otto Ehlen
s fasddou v novorenesan¢nim stylu. Uvnitt byla pied jevistém manéz
av hledisti stolové zatizeni pro dva tisice konzumuyjicich divakd.
Provoz divadla byl zahdjen 27. srpna 1881, kdy zde vystoupil belgicky
citkus Eduarda Wulffa. Majitel Théatre Variété, jak se karlinské di-
vadlo tehdy nazyvalo, zhy zbohatl na své zdbavni ¢innosti a mohl
provadét dalsi stavebni tpravy, které sméfovaly k divadelnéjsimu
poslani. Nejdiive zrusil manéz a rozsifil jevisté. Jiz v osmdesirych
letech se zde zacala objevovat i opereta, ale stile prevaZoval varietni
program. Zasadni piestavbu interiéru realizovali Tichého synové az
vroce 1897, kdy architekt Bediich Ohmann bohaté vyzdobil hledisté.
V té dobé také byla doddna z Vidné historick4 opona, ktera divadlo
zdobi dodnes. Tichého rodina vlastnila karlinskou budovu 39 let,
ale béhem II. svétové valky se dostala do dluht a budovu prodala
nékolika vlastnikam.

V prvni poloviné 20. stoleti mélo divadlo stile na svém Stitu napsino
Variété a skutecné tomuto programu dostilo. Budova byla ale také
pronajimina pro z4jezdy divadel, napiiklad slovenského Nirodniho
divadla za feditelov4ni a dirigovani Oskara Nedbala, nebo pro revue,
keeré zde nejeastéji provozoval Karel Hasler. Ve tiicatych letech sem
zacala pronikat opereta a stolové zafizeni bylo nahrazeno divadelnimi
sedadly. V roce 1939 zacala vjznamn4 epocha Prozatimniho divadla,
kdy se do Karlina prestéhovala ¢inohra (ale i ¢aste¢né opera a balet)
ze Stavovského divadla, které bylo zabrdno Némci. Pfi této piileZitosti
byla provedena rekonstrukee interiéru a byla pofizena ozvuéné deska
nad jeviStém, ktera slouzila aZ do za¢4tku devadesatych let. Kratkou
dobu zde hrila v roce 1944 také vinohradska ¢inohra pod hlavickou
Meéstskych divadel prazskych.

Po roce 1945 se stala budova majetkem druZstevnim, posléze stic-
nim a od roku 1961 méstskym. Zacalo se zde provozovat reper-
todrové hudebni divadlo — operety, hry se zpévy, balety, pozdéji muzi-
kély. Vznikl staly soubor, dilny a administrativa. Postupné se ménil
nézev divadla od Operety v Karliné a2 po Hudebni divadlo v Karling,
keery nese od roku 1961.

Povéle¢na historie karlinského divadla je velice pestrd. Vzniklo stalé
hudebni divadlo, ve kterém rovnéZ hostovaly zahrani¢ni soubory,
naptiklad francouzské divadlo Jeana Vilara se slavnym Gérardem
Philipem, nebo americkd jazzov4 opera Porgy a Bess. Koncem pa-
desirych a v pribéhu Sedesitych let sem pronikl svétovy muzikdl
(Hello Dolly!, My Fair Lady), koncem sedmdestych let se obno-
vuji hry V4+'W (Golem, Balada z hadri). Premiéru zde mélo i néko-
lik pavodnich tituld — napf. Ondréckovi Gentlemani, Brabcovy
Zvonokosy, swingové muzikaly ZasnéZend romance a Sny z Nového
Yorku. Vedle symfonického orchestru zde tcinkoval pravidelné



od zadatku Sedesatych let Orchestr Karla Vlacha. Na karlinském
jevisti zazafily hvézdy hudebniho divadla od Oldficha Nového,
Nelly Gaierové, Jary Pospisila, po Ladku Kozderkovou, Véru Mackd,
Karla Fialu a dali.

Od r. 1963 sem administrativné patfilo i Hudebni divadlo v Nuslich
— Fidlovatka (do svého zaniku 1978) a od roku 1981 divadlo
Semafor (do roku 1990, potom se sem ptistéhoval Semafor i fyzicky
— do suterénu v roce 1995 a hrdl zde do povodni 2002). Budova se
nékolikrat rekonstruovala, ptestavovala a rozsifovala i do hloubky.
Presto byla v devadesitych letech pted celkovou rekonstrukei, zvl4sté
pokud se tykd jevisté, které jiz nevyhovovalo modernim poZadavkiim
velkych muzikald (napfiklad pod jeho podlahou se nachizely jesté
zbytky kleci na zvifata z obdobi cirkustt). Budovu vdZné poskodila
vltavskd povoden v srpnu 2002 a divadlo se muselo na tii sezény
prestéhovat do nahradnich prostor v Kongresovém Centru Praha na
Vysehradé.

Od roku 2003 je feditelem divadla Egon Kulhinek, producent
1250 000 diviki. Uméleckym feditelem je Pavel Polik, prvni cesky
Mario z legenddrnich Les Misérables, a technickym niméstkem
Jiff Blazek. Dramaturgem je Adam Novik — prekladatel a textaf,
byvaly muzikalovy producent.

Nové premiéry: klasicky muzikil West Side Story, Podskalského
a Svobodova Noc na Karl3tejng, broadwaysky muzikal Jekyll & Hyde,
jehoZ &eskou premiéru navitivili jeho autofi Frank Wildhorn a Leslie
Bricusse. Byla znovuobnovena inscenace Straussova Netopyra v ceské
verzi.

Dne 12. #fjna 2006 bylo za aéasti primdtora Pavla Béma rekon-
torii Broadwaye — muzikilem Producenti. Na jate 2007 nésledovala
premiéra kultovniho ¢eského muzikalu Limonddovy Joe (ve kterém
hraje legenddrni Karel Fiala roli tatitka Kolaloka) a v z4ff 2007 se

do Hudebniho divadla Karlin vratila opereta Cardé$ov4 princezna,
spolu s legendami ¢eské operety Pavlou Biinkovou a Janem Jezkem.




Karlin Music Theatre

’1—;16 Karlin theatre was built by Eduard Tichy, a Prague entre-
preneur, who was inspired by a popular type of vaudeville theatre
during its journeys around Western Europe. The building, with
aneo-Renaissance frontage was designed by the architect Otto Ehlen.
Inside, there was a ring in front of the stage and the auditorium was
equipped with tables for two thousand consuming spectators.

‘The theatre started operation with a performance by the circus belong-
ing to Belgian owner Eduard Wulff on 27 August 1881. The owner
of the Théitre Variété, as the name of the Karlin theatre was then,
soon made a fortune from his entertainment activity and was able
to carry out additional adaptations aiming at more theatrical func-
tions. First, he liquidated the ring and enlarged the stage. As early as
the eighteen-eighties musical comedies started to appear on the stage
but variety programmes still prevailed. A fundamental adaptation
of the interior was carried out by Tichy’s sons only in 1897, when the
auditorium was richly decorated by the architect Bedfich Ohmann.
At that time a historical curtain was supplied from Vienna that deco-
rates the theatre even now. The Tichys owned the Karlin building
for 39 years but they fell into debt during the Second World War
and sold the building to several parties.

In the first half of the 20th century, the theatre front still bore a sign
reading “Variété” and indeed honoured this word. The building also
used to be rented to tours of other theatres, e.g. the Slovak National
‘Theatre, under the management of the conductor Oskar Nedbal, or for
musical shows, most often produced by Karel Hasler. Musical come-
dies gradually found their way to the stage and the table arrangement
was replaced with theatre seats in the thirties. A noted period started

in 1939, when the Prozatimni Theatre dramatic ensemble (and part-
ly also the opera and the ballet) moved to Karlin from the Stavovské
Theatre as this building had been confiscated by the Germans. At

that occasion, the interior was renovated and a sound panel, which




was in use up to the beginning of the nineties, was installed above the
stage. The Vinohrady Theatre troupe played here under the name of
Méstska divadla prazska for a short time in 1944.

After 1945 the building became a cooperative and later, state pro-
perty; since 1961 it has been owned by the municipality. Operettas,
dramas with songs, ballets and later musicals started to be produced
here. A permanent ensemble, workshops and administrative depart-
ment were established. The theatre successively changed its name
from the Opereta v Karliné to the Hudebni divadlo Katlin, borne by
the theatre since 1961.

The post-war history of the Karlin theatre is quite colourful. The
permanent music theatre thus established also hosted foreign ensem-
bles, e.g. the French theatre of Jean Vilar with the famous Gérard
Philipe or the American musical Porgy and Bess. World-famous
musicals (Hello, Dolly!, My Fair Lady) found their way to its stage
at the end of the fifties and during the sixties, the end of the seven-
ties saw the return of plays by Voskovec and Werich (The Golem,
Balada z hadrd [Ballad of Rags]). Several original titles premiered
here, too — e.g. Gentlemani (Gentlemen) by B. Ondrécek; Zvonokosy
(Clochemerle) by J. Brabec; the swing musicals ZasnéZend romance
(according to the Sun Valley Serenade) and Sny z Nového Yorku
(Dreams of New York) by G. Oplustil. From the beginning of the
sixties, in addition to the symphony orchestra the theatre regularly
presented the Karel Vlach Orchestra. The Karlin stage witnessed the
glittering careers of music theatre stars such as Oldtich Novy, Nelly
Gaierovs, Jara Pospisil, Ladka Kozderkovd, Véra Macki, Karel Fiala
and many others.

The Karlin Theatre administratively included the Music Theatre
in Nusle — Fidlovacka (from 1963 until it ended in 1978) and the
Semafor Theatre (from 1981 to 1990; later, in 1995, the Semafor
even moved to the Karlin Theatre physically — to the basement
— it played here until the flood in 2002). Several times the building
was restructured, renovated and expanded even to its depths. Even
s0, in the nineties it was faced with total renovation, especially regar-

ding the stage, which was unable to meet the modern requirements




of spectacular musicals (for example, underneath the floor there were
still the remnants of animal cages from the circus times). The building
was seriously damaged by the 2002 Vltava flood and the theatre had
to move to substitute premises in the Convention Centre at Vysehrad
for a period of three seasons.

Since 2003 the theatre has been managed by Egon Kulhdnek,
producer of the most successful Czech musical, Dracula, which was
attended by more than 1,250,000 people. Other members of ma-
nagement are: Pavel Polak, Art Director and the first Czech Mario
from the legendary Les Misérables, and Jit{ Blazek, Deputy Director
of Operations. Adam Novik, a translator, lyricist and former pro-
ducer of musicals, is the literary manager.

Recent premieres: the vintage musical West Side Story, Noc na
Karl$tejné¢ (Night at Karl$tejn) by Svoboda and Podskalsky and
the Broadway musical Jekyll & Hyde, the premiere of which was
attended by the authors, Frank Wildhorn and Leslie Bricusse.
The Czech version of Johann Strausss Die Fledermaus returned
to the stage.

The renovated theatre building was ceremonially opened with
the most successful title in the history of Broadway — The Producers
— in the presence of Lord Mayor Pavel Bém on 12 Oct. 2006. It was
followed by the premiere of the Czech cult musical Limonidovy Joe
(Lemonade Joe) with the legendary Karel Fiala as Papa Kolaloka,
in the spring of 2007; Card4sova princezna (The Gipsy Princess)
by Emmerich Kilmén with Czech operetta legends Pavla Biinkova
and Jan Jezek returned to the Karlin Music Theatre in September
2007.
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